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Preface
Finite Geometries, First Irsee Conference,
16–21 February, 2003
The conference was held in the small southern German town of Irsee in a former
monastery. Outside, the ground was covered in snow.
Inside there were 48 talks and 81 participants. The six main lectures were as follows:
(1) A. Bonisoli, Perspectivities in irreducible collineation groups;
(2) M.R. Brown, Generalized quadrangles and regularity;
(3) H. Dobbertin, New techniques for studying hyperovals;
(4) G.L. Ebert, Odd order ﬂag-transitive afﬁne planes;
(5) E.E. Shult, Problems by the wayside;
(6) J.F. Voloch, Surfaces in PG(3, q).
This volume contains 18 papers based on the talks given. They may be divided into six
categories with their numbers of papers as follows:
(1) Combinatorics in ﬁnite planes 5;
(2) Polar spaces 8;
(3) Design Theory 3;
(4) Diagram geometries 1;
(5) Coding Theory 1.
More details of the conference and all the talks may be seen on the following websites:
http://www.math.uni-augsburg.de/ﬁngeom03/,
http://www.maths.sussex.ac.uk/Staff/JWPH/CONF/IRSEE/.
The conference was organised by the guest editors.
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